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I. ear, when they disappeared. 
. rom having been healthy and ro- 
CATARACTS ALTERNATING WITH — bust, she now became very debili- 
DIABETES, 


[This paper furnishes us an exam- 
ple of that alternation of different 
organs in morbid affection, the pre- 
cise pathology of which is so little 
understood by the profession. |] 


Tue following is a very singular 
case, and one that would be met 
with incredulity, were it not guar- 
anteed, as it is, by the name of the 
Surgeon and of the Hospital. 


Eliza Broomfield, wt. 15, re- 
markably tall and thin, was admit- 
ted into the Winchester County 
Hospital with cataract in either 
eye. The pupils were dilated to 
their utmost, and the crystalline 
lens was evidently so augmented 
in bulk as to protrude through the 
pupillary opening; its color was 
uniformly milky ; the cornea unu- 
sually glassy ; the vision so com- 
pletely lost that the patient could 
only distinguish most imperfectly 
light from darkness. Independent 
of the cataracts, there were dysp- 
nea, cough, and loss of appetite. 

The cataracts had appeared si- 
multaneously fourteen months pre- 
vious to her admission, and had 
been completely formed in the 
surprisingly short period of twenty 
days. ‘The menses had appeared 
at the age of eleven, and flowed 
with regularity till her thirteenth 
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tated, increased most astonishingly 
in stature, and subsequently was 
attacked with profuse nocturnal 
perspirations. When twelve months 
had elapsed, an evident amendment 
took place, but it proved to be 
temporary only, and very shortly 
afterwards the girl began to com- 
plain of uneasiness about the head, 
with vertigo, confusion, and obscu- 
rity of vision. 


R. Infus, gent. c. 
Spt. Acih. Nit. Jss. 
Tr. Camph. c. 3ss, ter die su- 


mend. 
Pil. Hyd. gr. ij. omni nocte su- 
mend. 


These medicines were continued 
for upwards of a fortnight, with 
considerable benefit ; and on the 
20th of February we find that, 
though the cough was nearly gone, 
the dyspnoea and appetite were 
worse. The dilatation of the pu- 
pils, bulging, and milky whiteness 
of each lens were diminished, and 
the patient’ could readily detect 
any substance interposed between 
her and the light of a window. 
The medicines were repeated, 
with the addition of an aperient. 
On the 24th she could discern the 
flame of a candle at some little 
distance, but it was now discover- 
ed that the urine was too abundant. 


“Feb. 28th.—The quantity of 
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urine passed for the last four days 
has averaged sixteen pints daily. 
Its color of a greenish yellow, and 
its taste strongly mellitic. Pulse 
65, and feeble ; appetite natural ; 
dyspnoea not diminished ; the ema- 
ciation very considerable ; tongue 
morbidly clean; skin dry and 
scurfy. The cataracts are rapid- 
ly disappearing. Ordered to sub- 
sist exclusively on animal food, and 
to substitute the following medi- 
cines for those which the patient 
has been taking :— | 


R. Sulph zinci, 3ss. 

Ext. cinchone, Ziss. ft. pil. xxiv. 
sumat. ij. ter die c, haust. se- 
quent. 

R. Tinct. opii, gtt. vi. 
Decoct. cinchon. Zi. 
_ Conf. aromat. Di. ft. haustus, 


‘t March 3d.—Urine passed the 
two last days, thirteen pints and a 
half ; pulse 72 : the cataracts have 
totally and the pa- 
tient’s visual powers perfect, being 
enabled to employ her needle with 
perfect ease. Continue medicines 
and diet. 


9th.—Urine has decreased to 
nine pints ;—pulse 94 ;—the dysp- 
nea has very much abated, and 
there is a decided amendment in 
the patient’s strength. Continue. 

14th.--Urine eight pints ; 
pulse 88. 

‘¢18th.—Urine seven pints ; 
pulse 96. 

‘¢ 25th.—Urine two pints, and 
natural in respect to color and 
taste ; pulse 80. The sole com- 

laint appears to be extreme debi- 
ity. The patient having regained 
her sight, and having been relieved 
of her diabetic symptoms, she be- 
came anxious to return home to 


her friends. She was accordingly 


discharged, with an injunction to: 
come back to the Hospital, should 
any of her former symptoms recur. 

‘¢ May 10th.—Intense interest, 
as might naturally be expected, 
was excited with respect to the 
probable issue of this extraordinary 
case, which did not in the least 
subside after the departure of the 
patient from the house. Frequent 
opportunity was, fortunately, af- 
forded of inquiry concerning her, 
from a relative who resided in an 
adjoining house, and who visited 
the Hospital once a fortnight as an 
out-patient. From this person the 
following report was obtained, and 
has subsequently been confirmed 
by the testimony of the mother of 
the patient. | 

‘* From her narrative, it ap- 
pears, that almost immediately 
(about four days) after the young 
woman had returned. home, she 
began to experience a relapse of 
uneasiness about the head, acconi- 
panied with great obscurity of vi- 
sion, which increased with such 
rapidity, that, before a week had 
elapsed, she was in a state of utter 
darkness. To this pitiable condi- 
tion succeeded her diabetic symp- 
toms, but in a more aggravated 
form than in her previous attack, 
together with rapid emaciation, 
and overpowering debility. The 
quantity of urine evacuated for se- 
veral days prior to her decease, 
averaged at twenty pints per diem; 
but, with the accession of these 
symptoms, there was a complete 
restoration of the natural func- 
tions of the eye, which she retained 
most perfectly to the last moments 
of her existence. Her death took 
place four weeks after the return 
of the diabetes. There had been 
no post-mortem examination.” — 
Med. Chir. Rev. 
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II. 


DROPSICAL EFFUSION. 


[The following article is one of se- 
veral cases recently laid before the 
public, which lead to the conclusion 
that dropsical effusion is more often 
the effect of disease in the kidney 
than usually suspected, It should 
remind us to hold the probability of 
such cause always in view, in the exa- 
mination of hydropic patients. ] 


Francis Maaee, aged 57, a 
weaver, at the time of his admis- 
sion into the infirmary, on the 5th 
of August, 1828, had been affect- 
ed for three weeks with consider- 
able cedema, and some swelling 
and firmness of the belly. He 
had also occasional vomiting in 
the morning, and dull pain on 
pressure in the pit of the stomach, 
and along the margin of the ribs 
on the right side. He had like- 
wise frequent cough, with diffi- 
cult expectoration of tough opaque 
mucus, and considerable difficulty 
of breathing. The chest sounded 
loudly everywhere, on percussion; 
and both acts of respiration, but 
expiration, were pro- 
onged, inspiration being also in- 
distinct, expiration distinct, sono- 
rous and sibilant. The pulsation 
of the heart could not be felt with 
the hand, when he lay on the left 
side ; and with the stethescope, 
both sound and impulse were fee- 
ble. The pulse too was feeble, 
and only 52 in the minute. The 
tongue was furred, and the breath 
fetid ; the bowels required the 
frequent .use of laxatives; the 
urine was of natural quantity, but 
exceedingly pale, being of the 
lightest possible straw color, and 
depositing a moderate quantity of 
white flakes, when heated. 

His pectoral complaints were 
of eight years standing, and began 
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subsequently to the healing of an 
old ulcer on the leg, which had 
been occasionally healed, though 
only for a few weeks at a time, 
during twelve years previous to 
its final cicatrization. About a 
year before his admission into the 
hospital, his breathing got worse, 
so as to annoy him when at work. 
About that time he had also a 
comatose attack, which lasted a 
day, and was removed by blood: 
letting. After that, his urine had 
been always pale, but natural in 
quantity. Fortwo months before 
he entered the hospital, he had 
pain in the Joins, difficulty in pass- 
ing urine, and frequent attacks of 
vomiting. 

He was ordered ten drops of 
tincture of digitalis, thrice a day, 
in an ounce of infusion of cassia, 
and likewise a mercurial pill eve- 
ry evening. Laxatives were also 
given from time to time. On the 
third day of this treatment, the © 
urine was 104 ounces, and hada 
specific gravity of 1007.9. The 
cedema was lessened; and the 
action of the heart, both to the 
hand and to the stethescope, was 
natural, though rather feeble. 
On the 11th of August the edema 
was gone, the ascites nearly 80; 
but his breathing was as laborious 
as ever, and he complained of 
pain round the whole lower mar- 
gin of the chest, particularly in 
the loins, where pressure made 
the pain shoot towards the sto- 
mach. The digitalis was discon- 
tinued, and a squill mixture or- 
dered in its place. 

From this time the urine began 
to decrease in quantity, till on the 
16th it was only 40 ounces daily. 
Its specific gravity was 1008.4; 
it was as colorless as ever, coa- 
gulated more abundantly when 
heated, and contained very little 
urea. There was no return of 
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the dropsical swellings, but his 
difficulty of breathing and cough 
were not in the least relieved. 
Next day the breathing was 
worse. He also became affect- 
éd with headach, drowsiness, con- 
tracted pupil, some livor of the 
face, and tremors of the hands. 
The pulse was 60 and full, and 
the tongue brown on the centre. 
Fourteen ounces of blood were 
refore taken from the arm, 


ith some relief to the dyspnea ; 


and the blood was very buffy in 
one cup. The squill was now 
abandoned, and the digitalis re- 
sumed. On the 18th, the symp- 
toms connected with the affection 
of the head were rather increas- 
ed, and he was feeble and much 
exhausted. The urine was only 
fifteen ounces. A brisk laxative 
and a purgative enema were or- 
dered, leeches were applied to 
the temples, and subsequently a 
blister to the head ; but without 
dny advantage. His stupor and 
tremors got gradually worse and 
worse ; he complained of tender- 
ness over the whole belly : the 
Urine on the 19th was only twelve 
ounces; on the 20th, twelve 
ounces were withdrawn by the 
catheter. On the morning of the 
21st, he died. 
_ The whole quantity of urine 
pened during the last thirty-six 
ours of his life was two ounces, 
This had precisely the same ex- 
ternal qualities as the urine pre- 
viously passed, but had rather a 
higher specific gravity, namely, 
1009.5. 


Inspection.—There was very 
little oedema of the limbs. The 
face was not livid, and the scalp 
was free of blood. The sinuses 
_ Of the dura mater contained only 
a moderate quantity of blood; the 


arachnoid and pia mater, as well 
as the substance of the whole 
brain, were remarkably destitute 
of blood, and blanched. There 
was not above half a drachm of 
fluid in each lateral ventricle, 
and half an ounce in the base o| 
the skull. Even in the base of 
the brain the vessels weré un- 
usually empty of blood. The 
cortical matter of the brain ap- 
peared less in thickness than na- 
tural. In the middle of the left 
thalamus, half an inch behind the 
anterior commissure, there was a 
cavity which would have held a 
cherry-stone ; it was ¢rossed b 
filaments of cellular tissue, wall- 
ed inby athin partition of con- 
densed cerebral substance, but 
not surrounded by redness or 
softening. 
The pericardium and base of 
the left lung adhered to the pleu- 
ra of the ribs by very old adhe- 
sions ; and four ounces of clear 
serum were contained in the 
pleural sac of that side, but none 
in the pericardium. The poste- 
rior part of the lower lobe was 
very cedematous. The walls of 
the left ventricle of the heart 
were somewhat thickened, and 
its cavity contracted. The aorta 
was slightly and uniformly enlarg- 
ed at the arch, and its whole inner 
membrane thickened, hard and 
wrinkled,—the valves being also 
involved in this change of struc- 
ture. On the surface of the right 
lung there were many old adhe- 
sions to the ribs ; and in its sub- 
stance a great deal of edematous 
infiltration. The fore part of 
both lungs was grey, strongly cre- 
pitant when handled, and slightly 
emphysematous,—the whole air- 
cells being somewhat enlarged. 
The nature of their structure in 
the posterior part could not be 
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ascertained, on account of their 
state of infiltration. The greater 
bronchial tubes were filled with 
mucus. The blood was every- 
where black and fluid. 
The stomach and intestines 
were healthy. The spleen was 
of a pale reddish-brown, firm, and 
composed of little radiated mass- 
es,—not unlike the mineral Wa- 
vellite in appearance. The liver 
was somewhat larger than usual, 
but in structure perfectly healthy. 
The kidneys were both much dis- 
eased ; the right was rather less 
than natural, externally rough 
with emall irregular modules, and 
of a pale greyish-brown color,— 
internally of a pale greyish-yellow 
tint. The tubuli uriniferi were 
much nearer the surface than in 
the healthy kidney, greatly dimi- 
nished in size, and pushed as it 
were outwardly, by a deposit 
around the pelvis of greyish-yel- 
low, indistinctly granular matter ; 
into which also the whole corti- 
cal substance was converted, so 
as to have lost its usual fibrous 
appearance. Even the fibres of 
the tubuli were unusually pale, 
and the yellow matter was depo- 
sited amongthem. The pelvis of 
the kidney was small, the ureter 
pervious. The left kidney was 
much diminished in size, flattened 
andflabby. Its cortical substance 
was in the same state as that of 
the right kidney, but rather dark- 
er, and with a few distinct tuber- 
cles ; and some grains were soft- 
ened. The tubular portion was 
of a dark brownish-red color, and 
not fibrous at all; and it contained 
several small watery cells, appa- 
rently the remains of the infundi- 
bula. The ureter was pervious. 


The capsular fat of both kidneys 
was indurated, and the tunica 
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propria thickened and adher- 
ing. 

Analysis of the Blood.—About 
an ounce of blood fas collected 
from the vena cava, by an incision 
in the loins, great care being ta- 
ken to keep it clean and pure. 
It was black, fluid, and nearly 
free of the odor of putrefaction. 
It was heated in a vapor bath, at 
a temperature a little under 212, 
and rapidly stirred as soon as it 
began to coagulate. A thick, 
brownish-red, granular mass, be- 
ing thus formed, a little distilled 
water was added ; and after agi- 
tation, the whole was filtered. 
A cherry-red fluid passed through, 
which, at 212 deg., deposited 
more brown flakes, and became 
wine-yellow incolor. This was 
evaporated nearly to dryness in 
the vapor bath, at a temperature 
beneath 212 deg., during which a 
fetid odor was exhaled, —- 
the same as that of the patient’ 
breath during life. Just before 
the fluid began to acquire.a syrupy 
consistence, a drop of it was 
treated with nitric acid, which 
rendered it opaque, and caused 
considerable coagulation; but 
crystals were not formed. The 
syrupy extract, when acted on by 
boiling alcohol, gave a pale wine- 
yellow solution, which was eva- 
porated in a small glass vessel till 
it began to thicken. This extract 
had the same fetor. | site 

On the addition of a few drops 
of nitric acid, the same odor was 
exhaled from it as from extract 
of urine, when similarly treated ; 
and immediately fine, greyish-red, 
flaky crystals, of a pearly lustre, 
were formed iu abundance, so as 
to thicken the whole mass. These 
were evidently scales of nitrate 
of urea.—Lond. Med. Gaz. 
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DIFFICULTY OF SWALLOWING FROM 
_ DISLOCATION OR DIASTASIS OF THE 
CORNUA OF THE OS HYUIDES,. 


SavuvaAces, io his nosology, has 
given the name of the dysphagia of 
‘Valsalva to the difficulty of swal- 
lowing arising from this cause, 
which was first described by the 
Jatter author. Since his time, 


Borsieri‘and Molinelli have record- 


ed several cases of the affection in 
‘question, sometimes occasioned by 


‘external violence, sometimes from 
swallowing large morsels of food. 


‘Dr. Gio. Bat. Magna has recently 
published a similar case in the An- 
‘nali Universali di Medicina, of Mi- 


dan; for November and December, 


1828, of which we shall make a 
‘short abstract. 


“ A man of sixty, extremely mea- 


gre aud flabby, whilst endeavoring 
to swallow a large piece of the 
tendon of beef, thought he felt it 
‘stick in bis throat, and made many 


‘attempts to get it down, without 


being even able to swallow his sa- 
Each unsuccessful effort 
‘Was accompanied with a peculiar 
noise of air gurgling up the cso- 
phagus, but respiration and the 
‘power of speech were free. No- 


thing could be seen or felt about 


the pharynx or neck, and a bougie 


‘passed readily down the cesopha- 


gus, without encountering any ob- 
stacle or procuring any relief. 
‘The painful spot being precisely 
the rezion of the os hyoides, and 
no foreign body being lodged there, 


Signor Magna imagined that dislo- 


cation, or rather diastasis, of the 
‘appendices of the os hyoides itself, 
might be the cause of all the symp- 
toms. 
down, behind the base of the 
tongue, the fore and middle fingers 
of the right hand, and moved the 


He accordingly passed. 
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os hyoides in the manner recom- 
mended by Valsalva and Sauvages, 
whilst the left hand was applied on 
the bone behind. Immediately the 
uneasy sensations experienced by 
the patient in the spot disappear- 


ed, and he was able to swallow 


water with ease. 

Two years afterwards, a similas 
accident happened from taking a 
large mouthful of hard cold boullie, 
and was remedied by similar means. 


Med. Chir. Rev. 


IV. xo 
Communicated for the Boston Medical and 
Surgical Journal. 
Some Account of Affections of the 
Face, considered in Relation to 
the Appearance of a new Disease 
of this Part, designated, by Dr. 
Jackson, Gangrenopsis. 


By R. A. Merrman, 


‘Turee cases of Gangrenopsis 


have come under my observation 
within the last three years. 
Case Ist.—The first was a lit- 
tle girl about ten years old, who 
had taken, in the course of ten 
days, four cathartic doses of calo- 
mel, repeated once in two or three 
days. She was so unfortunate as 
to fall into the hands of two of the 
fraternity without consultation, 
which is always a misfortune to 
the patient, because it is impossi- 
ble for one to know the doings of 
the other very accurately. When 
I first saw her, the swelling and 
soreness of the mouth were called 
canker. The swelling of the 
parts about the mouth progressed 
uninterruptedly to gangrene and 
sphacelation of both lips, and the 
greater part of the right cheek, 


before her death, and left such a 


hideous spectacle in the counte- 
nance of the child, as made it de- 
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sirable she might not survive. 
Our wishes were realized. 


Case 2d.—The second case 
was a man about fifty years old, 
who followed the coasting busi- 
‘ness from this place to Boston. 
He thought the complaint was 
caused by shaving off a pimple, 
and taking cold. This patient 
had taken no mercury. When I 
first saw him, he had been under 
the care of Dr. a short time. 
The face had very much the ap- 
pearance of that of the little girl, 
excepting it was more confined to 
one side of the lips and one cheek. 
The disorder progressed to slough- 
ing and separation of a portion of 
the cheek to the bigness of a dol- 
lar, near the angle of the mouth. 
The wound healed readily, leav- 
ing a large contracted scar.—This 
was the only fortunate case of the 
three. The treatment was simi- 
Jar to the others, principally lo- 
the fermenting poultice, 
charcoal, and the steams of vine- 
gar. The system did not appear 
to suffer very materially. 


Case 3d.—The third case was 
that of a servant girl, about whom 
there could not much be known. 
She was about sixteen years old, 


and it was supposed, by those im-. 


mediately acquainted with her, 
that she had taken something for 
the purpose of interrupting a sup- 
posed pregnancy. On account of 
the swelling of the organs of 
speech, she could not speak intel- 
ligibly when I first. saw her, about 
five days before herdeath. The 
swelling was great, had been ra- 
pid, and continued rapidly. to in- 
crease and extend; at my first 
visit, it was confined to the lips, 
mouth and left cheek. The 
whole neck above and some below 


the clavicles at last was affected. 
Whether this patient had or had 
not taken any preparation of mer- 
cury, I could not ascertain. Gan- 
grene had commenced a day or 
two before her death.—No reme- 
dies had any apparent effect in 
this case ; she appeared to die 
from suffocation. 


These cases occurred in the 
same neighborhood, within 150 
yards of each other, in three suc- 
cessive years. The first case, 
the little girl, was connected with 
a poor family ; the other two had 
all the comforts of health and 
sickness. | 


Since writing the above, two 
other cases have come to my 
knowledge. One, a girl about 
eighteen years old, who lived out 
of town, and was not seen by my 
friend Dr. Flagg, till three days 
before herdeath. This was very 
much such a case as my. third,— 
the family suspecting that she 
had taken some means to procure 
abortion. The other was.one to 
whom much mercury had been 


given, and pursued for a consider- — 


able time, in small doses, and 
even after profuse ptyalism had 
been established. This patient 
was a sea-faring man, about forty 
years old. His mouth and face 
swelled ; he could not distinctly 
articulate for several months ; his 
teeth fell out ; and portions of his 
lower jaw, including the sockets 
of the teeth, came out. At the 
end of nine months he died, either 
of the original, or instituted dis- 
ease. 

In the year 1813, typhous fe- 
ver prevailed in the part of the 
country where | then was prac- 
tising. I recollect that in two 
protracted cases. where mercury 
had been given in small doses for 
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a number of weeks, the cheeks 


“were affected, as. 1 supposed, 


with the medicine. In one, a 
small perforation, near the angle 
‘of the mouth, about the bigness 
ofa dime, sphacelated and sepa- 
rated, without any swelling or in- 
flammation ; and this happened 
some time before the patient, a 
young lad, died.—The other case 
was a lady between fifty and six- 
ty, who had swelling and inflam- 
mation in the neighborhood of the 
parotid gland. A large portion 
of the cheek sphacelated, and 
left an opening the bigness of a 
dollar, through which her food 


and drink flowed for some time. 


‘This patient recovered, and the 
wound healed, contracting the 
‘cheek and drawing her mouth on 
‘one side. 

Other instances of sudden and 


-Mnusual swellings about the mouth 


‘and face have occasionally arisen, 
which have subsided without 
‘making a lasting impression on 
‘our memories. A case happened 
in this town three years ago, 
where the tongue of a child eight 
‘or ten years old swelled beyond 


‘the boundaries of the mouth, and 


's0 continued for ten days, accom- 
panied with much dropping of sa- 
Tiva. This case was unattended 


‘with ‘thuch disturbance of the 


system. 

When T first saw Dr. Jackson’s 
account of ** Gangrenopsis”’ in the 
Medical Recorder, I felt as though 
there might be some doubt about 
the specific character of the dis- 
ease in most of the cases which 
he enumerated,—that they might 
have been the legitimate effects 
of mercury: a doubt which Dr. 
Jackson has more than hinted. 


Ht cannot be disguised, that the 
detion of this most powerful jwea- 


pon against disease, produces 
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sometimes very disastrous effects. 
It has fallen to my lot to witness 
these effects too frequently ; and 
it must be confessed that we are 
all sometimes surprised at the 
sudden and accumulated effects 
of this medicine: but, of the se- 
vere cases related in this paper, 
in one certainly, the second case, 
no mercury had been taken. This 
was a very severe, but success- 
ful case ;—and it is most pro- 
bable that in two others, the third 
and fifth, none had been taken. 
In Dr. Jackson’s cases, the most 
of themhadtaken mercury. Dr. 
Webber, in the Journal of Sci- 
ence, has not even appeared to 
suspect that mercury may have 
been the cause of the complaints. 
Only two of his cases appear'to 
have beenvery severe. Inthese, 
one was established on his first 
visit, and amended under the use 
of mercury ; in the other, merca- 
ry had been given. In the other 
two it is likely, agreeably to bis 
custom, calomel had been given. 
In Dr. Brown’s case mercury 
was given, though several weeks 
previous to the appearance of the 
swelling. I have never observed 
anything like a mesial line marked 


‘in this disease, thoagh most of the 


swelling has been on one side, but 
not confined to it. In the first 
case here related, the little girl, 
the sphacelation included all the 
lips and one cheek. The disor- 
der has not been confined to child- 
ren. 

I have thought that these affec- 
tions may be accounted for with- 
out considering them sui generis, 
or, that a new disease is making 
its appearance. The face and 
parts about it are peculiarly lia- 
ble to sudden swellings and in- 
flammation. These swellings are 
not only sudden, but very great, 
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so a8 entirely to obliterate the 
distinguishing features of the indi- 
vidual. The tongue is liable 
to these sudden swellings ; ca- 
rious and diseased teeth pro- 
duce them; the whole face is 
frequently so swelled from expos- 
ures to vegetable poisons, as they 


are called, and the stings of poi-. 


sonous insects, that the features 
of the individual are not recogniz- 
able. These swellings most ge- 
nerally go off by resolution. This 
peculiar diathesis probably is 
more susceptible in children than 
in more mature life. This apti- 
tude to inflammation and swelling 
may be brought into action by 
various exciting causes ; such as 
carious teeth, vegetable and ani- 
mal poisons, and, as in one of the 
cases above related, by shaving 
off a. pimple in taking off the 
beard, and by mercury. 

In the first case related in this 
paper, we were satisfied that the 
gangrenous erosion was caused by 
the operation of mercury. The 
case was supposed to be one of 
debility or atrophy, where worms 
had become troublesome. Ca- 
thartic doses of calomel were di- 
rected once in two days, and ob- 
served till four doses were taken: 
the patient then was visited by 
Dr. , Without any kuowledge 
of medicine having been prescrib- 
ed previously, or taken ; calomel 
was again prescribed, and up- 
wards of one hundred lumbrici 
were discharged from the bowels 
a few days previous to the child’s 
death. In this case, the patient 
evidently took a double portion of 
mercury. I would here too re- 
mark, that the lips both of old and 
young are subject to eruptions, 
but more particularly in young ; 
and they may be more liable to 
the specific action of mercury in 


young subjects than older, and 
more perhaps than other parts of 
the face. 

Marblehead, Jan, 1, 1830. 


Vv. 


-Communicated for the Boston Medical 


Surgical Journal. 


ANEURISM OF THE TEMPORAL ARTERY 
SPONTANEOUSLY RELIEVED. 


By EsenezEr Stone, M.D. 


In the spring of 1827, while vi- 
siting a lady sick of a lung fever, 
she showed me a tumor upon the 
scalp, near the foramen in the 
parietal bone, which, on examina- 
tion, proved to be an aneurism of 
the temporal artery, of the size 
ofawalout. It pulsated strongly, 
as did the different branches of 
the temporal artery, which were 
enlarged and tortuous, spreading 
over the whole side of the fore- 
head. She informed me that the 
tumor took place while she was 
sick, some time before, of a fever 
attended with severe headach. 

It remained stationary till the 
summer of 1828, when it enlarged 
and became more troublesome, 
interrupting sleep by the throb- 
bing pain. Pressure was now 
tried, with temporary relief. 
The distress, however, occasioned 
by the aneurism was so great, 
that an operation was proposed 
and consented to. But, in the 
mean time, she was seized with 
pheumonia, attended with a vio- 
lent cough, which produced great 
pain in the tumor. Inflammation 
took place, so that the side of the 
head was much swollen, and the 
eye became edematous. But, 


on the subsidence of the inflamma- 
tion, we were surprised to find 
that the varicose arteries had 
disappeared, and that the tumor 
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had lessened one half in size, aad 
become quite firm. I have exa- 
mined it often of late, and have 
been constantly informed that it 

ave nouneasiness. The arteries 
in the neighborhood are neither 
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enlarged, nor do they discover any 
undue action. There is still a 
small firm tumor, in which, by 
pressure, you may discover deep- 
seated pulsation. 

Walpole, Jan. 1, 1830. 


SKETCHES OF PERIODICAL LITERATURE, 


ULCERATION OF THE STOMACH. 


WE mentioned, in a late number, a 
case of recent occurrence, in which 
death followed the taking of a large 
quantity of arsenic, but no trace of 
erosion was found in the gastric 
coats, A question of considerable 
interest in connection with this sub- 
ject is, how far the existence of 
such erosion, or of ulceration in this 
organ, is to be taken as a proof of 
poison in suspected cases, That ul- 
ceration and even perforation of the 
stomach may happen from disease, 
is by no means a new discovery ; 
but we believe the frequency of its 
occurrence would scarcely have been 
suspected, had not the investigations 
of some late pathologists particularly 
directed the attention of the public 
‘to the subject. It appears from 
‘these researches, that perforation of 
the stomach is often found in connec- 
tion with, and as the sequel of, can- 
cerous ulceration of the organ. 
These cases are usually of long con- 
tinuance, and in their progress to- 
wards a fatal termination, produce 
‘various degrees of irritation in the 
part. In another class of cases, the 
disease has commenced in common 
inflammation, either of the mucous 
coat of the stomach on the one hand, 
or of the neighboring portion of pe- 


ritoneum on the other. In many of 
the cases of this class, the disease of 
the stomach has been complicated 
with peritonitis ; and this has parti- 
cularly been noticed in women who 
have died of the disease after child- 
birth, In other cases, no inflamma- 
tion could be discovered in the ab- 
domen, and in some, even the part 
around the perforation appeared 
healthy. 


The principal circumstances of 
difference, which distinguish the ac- 
tion of caustic poisons on the sto- 
mach from that of the causes above 
alluded to, are the following :-— 
When perforation has been produced 
by poison, the edges of the opening 
are usually thickened, or at least of 
the same thickness as the rest of the 
organ; when, on the contrary, this 
has resulted from inflammation, the 
internal tunics are usually found to 
have yielded to a greater extent than 
the serous membrane, and the edges 
are thin. In the former case, the 
form of the opening is very irregu- 
lar; in the latter, much less so, 
The color of the edge, from nitric 
acid, is usually yellow; and from the 
sulphuric, black. The state of the 
mouth, fauces, and cesophagus, when 
corrosive poison has been swallowed, 
also furnishes an important indica- 
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tion. The parts of the stomach in 
the vicinity of the perforation are 
also usually inflamed ; but this cir- 
cumstance, as we have seen, cannot 
be depended on, 


It is however to be considered, 
that the cases in which the physician 
is called on to decide as to the proofs 
of poison, always involve the charac- 
ter, and usually the life of survivors ; 
and however useful the above indica- 
tions may be, as furnishing just 
ground of suspicion and farther exa- 
mination, he would probably hesitate 
to assert, from the appearance of any 
or all of them, that poison was cer- 
tainly the cause of death. The only 
safe ground on which to rest this 
conclusion, is the actual detection of 
the poisonous substance ; and fortu- 
nately, in the majority of cases, this 
detection may be effected by chemi- 
eal agents, Convictions may indeed 
take place where this species of 
proof cannot, from the circumstances, 
be obtained ; but this will of course 
require the aid of other evidence, 
for the accuracy of which the medi- 
cal man, as such, is not responsible. 


OPHTHALMIA OF INFANTS, 


WE quoted, in one of our late num- 
bers, an opinion expressed in a fo- 
reign jouroal, that this disease was 
frequently connected with, and pro- 
bably owing to, a morbid utero- 
vaginal secretion in the parent. 
We see that a similar view of the 
subject is adopted by Dr. McKenzie, 
of the Glasgow Eye Infirmary. In 
his view, it is by no means necessary 
to the communication of disease from 
the parent, that it should be venereal 


in its character. In a very large 
proportion of the cases in which the 
ophthalmia occurs, such an origin 
cannot be suspected. In many of 
these, however, a leucorrheeal dis- 
charge is known to exist ; and it may 
fairly be presumed, that this is its 
true origin in the majority of all the 
cases which occur. Ophthalmia, 


indeed, is not the necessary con- 


sequence of this state of things, and 
may almost certainly be prevented 
by seasonable ablution, and a due 
regulation of heat and light. Where, 
however, the eye has been inoculat- 
ed with morbid matter, and subse- 
quently neglected for half an hour 
or more, exposed in the interval to 
a strong light, or to a draught of air, 
the disease can scarce fail to follow. 
That this species of neglect too often 
occurs through the carelessness of 
nurses, we are well aware; and the 
attention of the obstetric practitioner 
cannot be too often or too forcibly 
called to its inevitable consequences. 


If the first production of this ma- 
lady is thus often chargeable to the 
neglect of the nurse, its subsequent 
treatment implies, sometimes at least, 
a want of care and reflection on the 
part of the practitioner. It is an 
idea sometimes expressed and often 
entertained, that the diseases of in- 
fants are not to be benefited by any 
active treatment; and that where 
the restorative processes are to occur 
at all, they occur spontaneously, 
To a very considerable extent, this 
is undoubtedly true. Nature is 
mindful of the wants of her children, 
and most of those in regard to whom 
the resources of art are most limited. 
It is true that infants recover from 
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disease with very little interference 
from art, and with the exhibition of 
the simplest medicinal agents; but 
this fact neither offers any argument 
for neglect, nor for the omission of 
any remedy which is clearly indicat- 
ed by the circumstances of a parti- 
cular case. Above all, where dis- 
ease occurs in an organ like the eye, 
whichyis open to inspection, every 
stage in its progress ought to be 
carefully noticed; and where, for 
want of this attention, as has some- 
times happened, extensive deep ul- 
ceration has been permitted to take 
place unchecked, the attendant is 
justly chargeable with the violation 
of a sacred duty, and is without ex- 
cuse. 


In his views of the treatment of 
‘this disease, Dr. McKenzie does not 
‘materially differ from the author we 
have already quoted. The best col- 
lyrium for washing away the puru- 
lent discharge, according to him, is 
‘a solution of a grain of murias hy- 
-drargyri in eight ounces of water: 
‘This is to be applied not only to the 
eye itself, but to the internal surfaces 
-of the lids, which must be separated 
‘from each other and everted, so that 
‘these surfaces may be exposed. If, 
from the thickness of the conjuncti- 
‘va, the lids are disposed to remain 
verted, they must be carefully re- 
placed. This application may be 
‘made with a bit of sponge, or, what 
ds still better if performed by the 
‘surgeon, may be injected with a 
syringe. Beside this, however, it is 
necessary, except in the mildest 
cases, to employ a solution of nitr. 
‘arg. four grains, or of sulphate of 
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copper six grains to the ounce, 
This is to be applied to the surface 
of the eye with a camel’s hair pencil, 
once or twice in the day. If the 
eyelids are disposed to become ad- 
herent during sleep, they must at 
night be illined with the ung. prec. 
rubri, In some mild cases, the 
last application alone has effected a 
cure. The other topical remedies 
proposed by Dr. McK. are, scarifi- 
cation of the lids and of the eye it- 
self, leeches to the temples, and vesi- 
cation behind the ear, Those of a 
more general nature are the oleum 
ricini as a cathartic, and calomel as 
an alterative, in tedious cases. 


The extensive experience which 
Mr. McKenzie has had as an oph- 
thalmic surgeon, renders his opinion 
on this subject an important authori- 
ty, and one from which we would 
not, en light grounds, venture to 
dissent. By most practitioners, how- 
ever, the treatment will probably be 
thought more active than in ordinary 
cases is necessary or useful. The 
astringent injection which is recom- 
mended is very much more powerful 
than that which has been employed 
by other surgeons. That usually 
prescribed by Mr. Ware in similar 
cases, contained one grain of blue_ 
vitriol to the ounce of water, and 
this was diluted before using. Great 
judgment and caution are requisite 
in regulating the strength of appli- 
cations to so delicate a part as the 
eye. We have seen, in our own 
practice, a.case of ulcerated cornea 
precisely similar to those in which 
Mr. Guthrie employs his ung. nit. 
arg., but which, after resisting these 
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severe theasires, improved and re- The paper of Mr. McKenzie to which 


covered rapidly ander the use of a 
very weak solution of sulph. zinc. 


we have referred, will be found ia 
the Glasgow Journal for November. 


BOSTON, TUESDAY, JANUARY 12, 1830. 


_ MODE OF APPLYING LEECHES. 


A uuncry seldom needs 
much persuasion to lay hold on the 
food set before him. The leech, 
particularly the American leech, 
seems to form an exception to this 
rule. Numerous have been the 
means adopted by different persons 
to persuade this animal to quaff bis 
faverite nectar. Cream has been 
spread over the part to be bitten, as 
if to inform him that the milk of his 
engorgement was beneath. Raw 
beef has been rubbed upon it, to re- 
mind him of the délice in waiting, or 
else to deceive him into the belief that 
his food was very near at hand, and 
thus encourage him to commence 
operations. Whenthese means have 
failed, as if he had not spirit or pow- 
er enough to penetrate the thin mem- 
brane which encases the human fab- 
‘ric, the work has been begun for him 
with the point of alancet. But with 
_ all these baits and allurements at 
command, we know of few tasks so 
tiresome and so trying to the pa- 
tience, as that of applying American 
leeches in the winter season. It de- 
serves to be ranked among the mise- 
ries of life.—With great pleasure, 
therefore, we hail the discovery of a 
method said to be immediately ef- 
fectual in accomplishing this desira- 
ble end. The author of this disco- 
very has been led to it by a course 


the most natural imaginable. 


fiding in the soundness of the princi- 
ple, that “a bird which can sing and 
wont sing, must be made to sing,” 
he dismisses at once all persuaders, 
and takes to the second course ; and 
having found that this animal has as 
great an aversion to brass, as some 
young lads, who possess a large share 
of it, have to a certain vegetable pro- 
duction, he holds up this rod over 
him, with immediate effect. 

This metallic composition, drawn 
into wire, is woven into a basket 
about the shape of an old-fashioned 
Wire mouse-trap, and about the size 
of a new-fashioned wineglass. Into 
this machine the leeches are placed, 
and the open mouth of the basket is 
then applied to the skin which is to 
be punctured. The animals, instead 
of attaching themselves to the brass 
wire, as they generally do to a glass 
vessel, shun it most sedulously, and, 
driven from every other side of their 
cage, they rest on the Skin, and ea- 
gerly commence the acts of Aas 
ing and suction. 

If this mode is found ‘to be really 
as efficacious as it is represented to 
be by the discoverer, it will be the 
means of preventing a vast deal of 
impatience and petulance, as well as 
of enabling us to adopt an effectual 
method of relieving irritation, with- 
out the annoyance to the sick which 
is so apt to modify and often coun- 
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teract the effect of the application. 
The use of the common native leech, 
however, seems likely to be almost 
superseded, in this vicinity at least, 


by those imported from Germany and 


France. These latter attach much 
more readily than the natives, and 
draw a larger quantity, and leave an 
outlet for a much greater discharge. 
They will not however always bite 
without delay or inconvenience. 


The usual mode in which these 
curious animals are sent here, is to 
pack them in boxes nearly filled with 
argillaceous earth. It has been usual, 
on their arrival here, to transfer them 


. from this substance to vases of water 3; 


but it is now the practice with many 
of our druggists to let them remain 
without disturbance ; and the success 
of this plan, though far from uniform, 
is said to be at least equal to that of 
the other. If indeed this substance 
be the best that can be adopted for 
their preservation during a voyage, 
we see no reason why it should not 
answer equally well for the purpose 
of keeping them while on shore, The 
peculiar susceptibilities of the leech 
to injury from external causes, seems 
yet to require much explanation ; 
and one who should make himself 
fully acquainted with tbeir habits, 
might render this knowledge very 
useful to himself and the community. 

The utility of leeches iu countries 
where they can be always obtained 
and depended on, is exceedingly 
great ; whereas in this country, from 


their uncertainty and the trouble at-— 


tending their application, they have 
been at times almost abandoned as a 
medical agent. In France, great at- 
tention is paid to the breed of leech- 
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es, We see in a recent journal that 
a considerable importation had been 
made from Senegal, and that experi- 
ments were making in the Parisian 
hospitals to determine their value as 
compared with the native leech, 
Could the foreign animal be preserved 
and multiplied in this country, it 
would form an important addition to 
our medical resources, 


MEDICAL INQUIRER. 


We have received the first No. of a 
new monthly Journal, entitled The 
NewYork Medical Inquirer, The 


motto of this periodical is,— 


“ Let mystery be stripped of all pretence, 
And practice be combined with common 
sense.” 


A motto sufficiently indicative, if we 
may judge from the specimen before 
us, of the character and spirit of the 
work. It is designed for general 
circulation, The success of the 
Philadelphia Journal of Health 
has given an impulse to works of 
this description ; and we understand 
that a Journal of like character is to 
be published in this city. If gene- 
rally read and acted on, the salutary 
precepts usually diffused in such 
works are calculated to lessen the 
amount of human suffering, One in 
each of our great cities might cer- 
tainly be supported. 


VACCINATION, 


Tue following is decidedly the most 
efficacious mode which has ever been 
adopted to secure a general vaccina- 
tion among the poor, The Bury 
and Norwich Post, an English news- 
paper, states that,— 


“Information having been given 
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that this dangerous and infectious 
disease is very prevalent in various 
parts of this city, public notice has 
been issued, by order of a court of 
mayoralty, recommending to the in- 
habitants immediately to have re- 
course to vaccination, and stating that 
the poor inhabitants may receive from 
the Corporation of Guardians a re- 
ward of two shillings and sixpence for 
each person who may be vaccinated.” 


THE MEMBRANA TYMPANI. 


Ir has been long observed, that in 
the act of attentive listening the 
mouth is partially opened, which is 
believed to increase the power of 
hearing, and facilitate the transmis- 
sion of feeble sounds to the internal 
ear through the Eustachian tubes. 
I believe the alteration in the form 
of the external auditory passage, 
which is produced by the openiug of 
the mouth, has been overlooked ; 
but, if 1 mistake not, it is to this 
cause any increased facility of hear- 
ing, by such act, may be attributed. 
By placing the finger in the ear, and 
opening the mouth, the change in 
the form of the auditory passage is 
immediately observed, by the with- 


drawal of the articulating process of 


the lower jaw from within its axis, 
and thus enabling the sonorous un- 
dulations to impinge more directly 
upon the membrana tympani—Lon, 
Med. Gazette. 


Removal of the Arm, Scapula 
and Clavicle.—An account is given, 
iu a London Journal, of a sailor, in 
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whom all these parts were totally 
and successfully amputated by Dr, 
Ralph Cuming, formerly Surgeon to 
the Naval Hospital at Antigua, The 
cause of the operation was a severe 
gunshot wound, 


Decomposition of Corrosive Sub- 
limate by Vegetable Bodies.—Ac- 
cording to the experiments of M. 
Fabian, the mucilage of quince seed 
(semence de coing), and that of sa- 
lop, decomposes corrosive sublimate 
the instant it is mixed with its sola- 
tion; but the decoction of marsh- 
mallow does not produce the same 
effect, and the extract of liquorice 
only partially, —Pdil. J. of Pharm. 


Preparation of Hartshorn Jelly. 
—The following process is due to 
M. Ferrez :—Four ounces of rasped 
hartshorn are to be steeped in. eight 
ounces of water, acidulated with 
sixty grains of muriatic acid for ten 
minutes, and then washed carefully 
in two or three waters, - It is then 
to be boiled with fresh water for half 
an hour, pressed through a cloth, 
and the liquid filtered whilst hot, 
This fluid is the jelly, which, being 
qualified by sugar or other -ingredi- 
ents, and boiled slightly, gives, upon 
cooling, a perfectly clear and good 
jelly for the table.—Jour. de Phar. 


United Twins separated.—M. 
Mayor states, in the Journal de Ge- 
neve for July 30, 1829, that two 
girls, united like the Siamese Bro- 
thers, were separated by an opera- 
tion, and both of them lived. | 


WEEKLY KEPORT OF DEATHS IN BOSTON, ENDING DECEMBER 31, 


Date. |Sex.|Age. | Disease. Date. |Sex.|Aze | Disease. — 
Dec. 26.) yrs consumption F.\2 1-2 

9 |unknown M.|26 unknown 

29.| F.|27 __|bilious fever M.|35 brain fever 
M.'72 ‘complaint of the stomach M.'80 old age 
M.| 3 |mortification F.|35 consumption 
M.\64 _—sjintemperance M./13 epilepsy 
M.| 5 llung fever 31.!M.149 dropsy in the head 

30.| F.|16 mo!hooping cough M.!20 mo |worms 


Males, 10,—Females, 6. Total, 16. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


NEW MEDICAL BOOKS. 


J te ublished, and for sale, by CAR- 
T & HENDEE,—Malaria ; an 
Essay on the Production and Propagation 
of this Poison. By 
M.D. F.R.S., &c. &c. 

An Essay on the Diseases of the Inter- 
nal Ear. By I. A. Sarssy, M.D. Trans- 
lated from the French, by Narnan R. 
Smitu, M.D., Professor of Surgery in the 
of Maryland; with a Supple- 
ment on Diseases of the External Ear, by 
the Translator. 

_ Observations on the Utility and Admi- 
nistration of Purgative Methcines, in seve- 
ral Diseases. By James HAmi.ton, M, 
D., Fellow of the Royal College of Phy- 
sicians, &c. &c. From the Fifth Edin- 
‘burgh Edition. 

A Treatise on Pathological Anatomy. 
By E. Horner, M.D., Adjunct 
Professor of Anatomy in tie University of 
Pennsylvania, Surgeon at the Infirmary 
of the Philadelphia Almshouse, Member 
be the American Philosophical Society, 

_ Elements of Operative Surgery. Trans- 


lated from the French of A. TAVERNIER, 


Doctor of Medicine of the Faculty of Pa- 
ris, &c., with copious Notes and Addi- 
tions. By S. D. Gross, M.D. 

A Treatise on the Nature, Cause and 
Treatment of Contagious Typhus. From 
the German of J. VaL DE Hit. vENBRAND, 
Imperial and Royal Counsellor, Professor 
of the Practice of Medicine in the Univer- 


of Vienna, &c. &c. By S. D. Gross, 


‘An Essay on the Morbid Sensibility of 
the Stomach and Bowels, By Jamxs 


_Jonnson, M.D. 


Examinations in Anatomy, Physiology, 
Practice of Physic, Surgery, Chemistry, 
Materia Medica, and Pharmacy. For 
the Use of Students. By Hoopr- 
ER, M.D. Dec. 22. 


MEDICAL SCHOOL OF MAINE. 
HE MEDICAL LECTURES at 
BOWDOIN COLLEGE will com- 
mence on TUESDAY, February 23, 1820. 


Theory and Practice of Physic, by Joun 
DELAMATTER, M.D. 


and Surgery, by J. D. WELLS, 
Midwifery, by James McKeen, M.D. 
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Chemistry and Materia Medica, by P. 
CLEAVELAND, M.D. | 
The ANATOMICAL CABINET is exten- 

sive, and very valuable. 


The Lrsrary, already one of the best 
Medical Libr ries in the United States, 
continues to be every year enriched by 
New Works, both foreign and domestic. 

Every person becoming a member of 
this Institution, is required to present sa- 
lisfactory evidence that he possesses a 
good moral character, 2 

The amount of fees for admission to all 
the Lectures is $50. Graduating fee, 
including diploma, $10. There is no 
matriculating fee. The Lectures continue | 
three months. 

Degrees are conferred at the close of 
the Lecture term in May, and at the fol- 
lowing Commencement of the College in 
September. A systematic course of in- 
struction, embracing Recitations in all 
the branches of Medical Science, Demon- 
strations, and Lectures, will be given by 
the Professors, during the interval be- 
tween the annual courses of Lectures. 

Boarding may be obtaiwed in the Com- 
mons Hall at a very reasonable price. 

Brunswick, Dec. 4, 1829. 


MORBID ANATOMY. | 
ARTER & HENDEE have just re- 
J ceived,—The Morbid Anatomy of 
the Stomach, Bowels and Liver; illus- 
trated by a Series of Plates from Drawi 
after Nature, with explanatory letter 
press, and a Summary of the Symptoms 
of the Acute and Chronic Affections of the 
above-named Organs. By Jonn ARM- 
strone, M.D. 
The above work will be completed in 
six numbers, at $6,00 each. ‘Three 
numbers are already published. Sub 
scriptions received by C. & H. 
ct. 6. 2am3m 


MEMOIR OF DR, HOLYOKE, 
UST published, and for sale by CAR- 
TER & HENDEE,--A Memoir of 
Epwarp A. Honyoxe, M.D. LL.D., pre- 
ared in compliance witha vote of the 
“ssex South District Medical Society. 


TREATISE on the Scrofulous Dis- 
ease, by C.G. HuPELAND, Physician 
to the King of Prussia, &c., translated 
from the French of M. Bousquet, by 
Charles D. Meigs, M.D., is just received 
and for sale by CARTER & HENDEE, 
Sept. 8. 
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